
Rel. Ch. 4 Notes - God’s Promise to His People 
God Promised to send a Savior: 
God always keeps his promises. Humanity could not undo the effects of Original Sin, yet God will 
never stop loving his people and forgiving them. 

● Original Sin separated humans from God and gave us a tendency to sin.  
● Humans needed a Savior to fully restore friendship with God. They needed God to fulfill his 

promise to send a Savior. 
○ They believed that when the Savior came, he would completely restore their friendship 

with God. The prophet Isaiah described the Savior as the Suffering Servant. He told of 
someone who would come to free humanity from sin and restore their friendship with 
God. This is God’s own Son. 

○ Through Mary’s obedience and acceptance of God’s will, Jesus Christ, the Son of god 
became man. Jesus Christ, true God and true man, fulfilled all that God promised. 

○ Jesus was totally trusting and obedient to the will of the Father. Through his life, Death, 
Resurrection, and Ascension, Jesus made it possible for humanity to share God’s life 
again. 

● The 4 books about Jesus of the New Testament are called the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John. The Gospel is the Good News about God at work in Jesus Christ. 

● Because of Jesus we have grace, where we share in God’s life and friendship and we receive 
it through the sacraments. 

○ We stand to hear the Gospel at mass to show respect for God’s Word and enthusiasm 
for the Good News of Jesus. 

● The Sacraments are the most important celebrations in the Church. The Sacraments join 
Catholics all over the world with Christ and with one another. 

 
The First Human Family struggled because of Original Sin: 

● Adam and Eve had two sons, Cain a farmer and Abel a shepherd. 
● They were a loving family. When God looked with favor on Abel and his offering to God and 

did not towards Cain, Cain got angry. Cain was jealous and judged everything from his point of 
view. 

○ He took his resentment out on his innocent brother. Cain killed Abel. 
○ Murder, one of the worst effects of Original Sin, came into existence. 
○ God was upset with Cain and banned him from his land. But, God did not turn his back 

on Cain. He put a mark on him and showed that though he murdered Abel, Cain was 
still protected by God, showing his love for Cain. 

● The four levels of understanding of the Cain and Abel story are: 
○ The sacredness of human life; 
○ The separation of human beings; 
○ Respect for others and for life; 
○ The healing power of God’s love. 

● The biblical author wants us to know that we cannot always understand the ways of God and 
should not try to judge his ways. 

 



God Made a Covenant with Noah: 
God is displeased with humankind. They were not being faithful Stewards of Creation. 

● God spoke to Noah, a just man and moral man. God told Noah he was going to put an end to 
all mortals and all forms of life on earth because of humans lawlessness and disrespect.  

○ He commanded Noah to make a great ark. A ship that would be filled with his wife and 
all of his family and two of every living creature, male and female. 

○ He flooded the earth, then when it receded Noah built an altar, offered a sacrifice to 
God. God was pleased and made a promise to never send another flood to destroy the 
earth again. 

○ The ark can be considered a symbol of the Church: the ark saved Noah and all with him 
and through the Church we are saved. 

○ The flood can be a symbol of the waters of the Sacrament of Baptism where we are 
freed from Original Sin. Noah and all were brought to new life through the flood and in 
Baptism we are brought to new life as well. 

○ The rainbow is a symbol that represents God’s covenant (promise) with Noah and all 
humanity. 

○ The religious truths represented in this story are: 
■ God’s forgiveness and love, and humanity’s goodness, can overcome evil. 
■ All people are called to friendship with God. 

 
The Unity of the Human Race was Lost: 
Human families can become divided. The last event in the Bk of Genesis in the period called 
prehistory is the story of the Tower of Babel. 

● The story of the Tower of Babel is symbolic of the separation among different groups of 
people. Humanity’s loss of unity and the development of different languages. 

○ At first all they spoke is one language symbolizing that all humans were related and 
because of this can truly act as God’s Stewards of the earth. 

○ Humanity feared moving to other parts of the earth. They felt it would weaken their 
defenses. So they resisted God’s plan. They would all settle in one place and build a 
great tower. The Tower of Babel. The tower resembled ziggurat. (a series of smaller 
and smaller brick platforms, one on top of the other.) 

■ The tower of Babel represented humanity’s loss of unity, a lack of trust in God 
and resistance to his plan/ his will. 

■ God saw what they were doing and decided to stop them by confusing their 
language. So, they could not understand each other and lost the unity of the 
human race. They began to break up into rival groups. 

 


